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The Armed Movement and its Centralization in the Political
Program of Imam al-Husayn’s revolution
Shaykh Qaysar al-Tamimi
In this essay. one of the views posed in the field of the program

&
L

of Imam al-Husayn’s uprising is touched on; namely. the view of 4 e

separating Imam al-Husayn’s movement from any political objective. *ﬁ&?

As the writer believes in the opposite of this view, he has tried in this
essay to prove his own view. beginning it with an exhibition of the
earlier contrary view.

The most important points of evidence mentioned for proving the
earlier view can be summed up in the following arguments:

1. There did not exist any military equality between the two parties
of the Imam al-Husayn-Umayyad confrontation, since there was an
obvious military supremacy of the front of the Umayyad ruling regime
over Imam al-Husayn’s party; therefore. there is no chance that Imam
al-Husayn (“a) would win the confrontation militarily and politically. As
a result, Imam al-Husayn (“a) did not even think of achieving military
victory in this clash.

However. to deny having any expectation of military victory in this
clash because of the so-called military inequality between the two
parties did not exist at any stage of Imam al-Husayn’s uprising. On the
contrary, historical field studies proved that the armed forces of Imam
al-Husayn (“a) outmatched the Umayyad army. as is embodied in the
major commanders of al-Kufah city who had declared their readiness
for military clash for the sake of putting into practice the goals of the
Imam’s blessed revolution.

2. On many occasions, Imam al-Husayn (“a) proclaimed that he had
already had full acquaintance of the inevitable fate he would face in this
armed clash.

To refute this claim, it is clear that there is no concurrence between
Imam al-Husayn’s proclamations and the cancellation of the political
goal of his uprising. Moreover, the majority of the Imam’s statements
in this regard were declared at the last stage of his blessed movement.

3. Imam al-Husayn’s overt uprising against the ruling authorities
necessitated that his goal was something other than making a political
change. This is so because any well-experienced revolutionist is not
expected to lead a public opposition against the powerful authority. Of

e,

8.

il
3

~af -

[

S

5
W~ mEL

ER

Rt S

wd

¥

ﬂ?i_ P
.H:..'E:".;f-i:‘!l-

1

TR



::J
o
4
I:

i leatl
- i bl

Shat

course, Imam al-Husayn (‘a) was one of the most experienced leaders
who would not lead a losing clash against the powerful authorities.
As a conclusion, Imam al-Husayn (‘a) must not have intended for any
political change.

To refute this point, at the preliminary stages of his revolution, Imam
al-Husayn (“a) worked secretly. but at later stages. his revolution was
declared openly.

4. A number of the foremost pioneering Muslim personalities
advised Imam al-Husayn (“a) not to expose himself to any military
clash. This fact indicates that these personalities had full acquaintance
of the current situation and the procedures the ruling authorities could
choose in order to suppress any movement in which the helpless people
might participate.

However. this claim is refutable, too. Some of those personalities
who gave advices to Imam al-Husayn (“a) only expressed their personal
viewpoints that were founded on certain circumstances and personal
views. However. their view was completely incompatible with the views
of the major sincere personalities, especially those versed in military
clashes.

In conclusion, this essay proves that there were political goals and
military clashes intended by Imam al-Husayn (‘a) through his blessed
movement, especially at the earlier stages of it. But these goals were
suppressed and could not be achieved only because of wrongdoings
and persecution adopted by the despotic ruling authorities until the
Imam’s martyrdom became the most sublime goal at the final stage of
his uprising.
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Constructive Propagation for Islam;
Motives. Methods. and Challenges
An interview with Ayatollah, Sayyid Riyad al-Hakim

In an interview run by the al-Islah al-Husayni Magazine with His
Eminence Sayyid Riyad al-Hakim. a very imperative and essential
topic has been raised; namely. the topic of propagation for Islam
and the invitation to the All-glorified Lord. It has been fruitful and
advantageous conversation where a big variety of issues and questions
has been posed. In the beginning, the interview begins with a question
about the view of Islam concerning the conception of propagation for
and call to the religion. as well as the foundations on which a Muslim
missionary is required to base the process of carrying out his mission
and the necessity to methodize this process and to follow the most
successful ways to developing it so that it would be contemporaneous
with the evolution witnessed by the entire world in the present day in
all fields of life.

His Eminence Sayyid al-Hakim highlighted the importance of
creating righteous exemplars in the society. justifying that this would
leave great bearings on the course of conveying the concepts of the
religion and putting them into practice.

Lecturing the congregation on the occasion of Imam al-Husayn’s
martyrdom (known as al-minbar al-husayni) and the orations devoted to
proclaiming this occasion (known as al-khitabah al-husayniyyah) took
a remarkable share in this interview. His Eminence thus signified the
principal challenges that stand in the face of the Husayni oratory. along
with a general evaluation of the current oratory. as well as the practical
steps that must be followed for raising the propagation for Imam al-
Husayn (‘a) and his reformative revolution at considerable stages of
development and perfection. Within this topic. a discourse was made on
the most important features of a successful orator, the method of dealing

~with the modern mass media. and women and their role in propagation

for Imam al-Husayn’s issue.

In the end of the interview, His Eminence Sayyid al-Hakim spoke
about the duty of the community towards the process of propagation
and the people’s great influence on giving success to it. in addition to
more significant information and directives in this regard.
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The Starting Points and Backgrounds of Imam al-Husayn’s
movement
Part I11: Imam al-Husayn; the Most Challenging obstruction
in the face of the Umayyad Scheme

Sayyid Muhammad al-Shawki

In this essay. the writer spotlights the attitude of Imam al-Husayn
(‘a) to Mu‘awiyah and the contrariwise. He thus proves that Imam al-
Husayn’s attitude was fully compatible with Imam al-Hasan’s when he
had to enter upon a truce treaty with Mu‘awiyah for many reasons.

After the martyrdom of Imam al-Hasan (“a). Imam al-Husayn (‘a)
committed himself to the truce as long as Mu‘awiyah was alive. Yet.
this did not mean that Imam al-Husayn (‘a) accepted Mu‘awiyah as
the legal ruler of the Muslim community or believed that it was not
legal to fight and mutiny against him; rather, the opposite is true since
Mu‘awiyah, verbally and practically, breached the articles of the truce as
it has been historically proved; therefore. there was nothing to prevent
from leading a revolution against him.

On the other hand. Imam al-Husayn (“a) believed that any revolution
led against the Umayyad rulers should be accurately considered with
regard to its surroundings, tools. and results. not to mention the popular
foundation of it.

As a result, Imam al-Husayn (‘a) kept on leading the peaceful
opposition to the ruling regime when he declared objections to all
the deviations and wrongful procedures that were practiced during
Mu‘awiyah’s reign. trying. as much as possible. to unmask the Umayyad
policies frankly, bravely. and challengingly without fearing any blame.

As for Mu‘awiyah’s attitude to Imam al-Husayn (‘a). it was based

q“'-, -on the principle of avoiding any direct clash with the Imam as long
i “?it as he did not venture any anti-regime act. Mu‘awiyah knew for sure

that any clash with the Imam (“a) would involve him in big troubles.
since he was sure that the Imam (“a) would commit himself to the truce
treaty as long as he was alive. Nevertheless. Mu‘awiyah used to send
strongly-worded letters to Imam al-Husayn (‘a). warning him against
the consequence of any opposition to the ruling regime.
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Restricting Imam al-Husayn’s Revolution to a Certain Sect
(Causes and Consequences)

Sayyid Muhammad Baqir al-Hashimi

In this essay. the writer discusses the reasons for restricting Imam
al-Husayn’s revolution to a certain group of people and putting it
in a certain sectarian frame although the Imam (‘a) intended for his
revolution to be an all-inclusive. sublime, and human inspiration that
should be above all sectarian, national, and religious considerations.

Dividing the reasons into two parts, the writer states that there were
external and internal reasons. With regard to the external reasons, the writer
holds that some of the reasons were composed outside the frame of the
trend of the revolution. supposing that the revolution was attired with a
certain sectarian dress. Summing up these reasons, the writer mentions the
trends of the consecutive ruling authorities, the hesitating consciousness of
the community, the pro-ruling regime scholars, and. finally. the Jews and
Christians, since each one of these elements had its considerable bearing on
restricting Imam al-Husayn’s revolution to a certain sect.

The writer then stops at mentioning the internal reasons, which he
briefed in the tools of explaining the revolution and refuting the false
arguments that were aroused about it through forging false stories and
tales. He also refers to the absence of reformative speeches and the
retrogression of the analytical aspect by some people who read the
accompanying historical events.

As for the other aspect of the internal reasons, the writer speaks of
some rituals of commemorating the anniversary of Imam al-Husayn’s
martyrdom and their alleged relationship with the Imam’s revolution.

The writer ends up his study with a reference to the results appertained
to the restriction of Imam al-Husayn’s revolution to a certain sect.
Amongst these results are the emergence of a big number of false ideas
and creeds. the aloofness of the majority of the members of the Muslim

" community from the course of the revolution, considering it to have been
: a private concern, and the rise of factions that ideologically stood against

the course of the revolution—a factor that weakened the Islamic structure,
in addition to taking advantage of the restriction of the revolution to a
certain sect in order to stir up extremism. Of course. the last result is in
itself mutiny against the main goal of Imam al-Husayn’s revolution; that
is. reuniting the Muslim community and saving it from separation.
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Imam al-Husayn’s Reformative Movement and Imam al-
Mahdi’s Ultimate Justice
Shaykh Ghadir Hammudi

The subject matter of this essay centers around the major goals
of Imam al-Husayn’s reformative revolutionary movement; namely.
reformation, and the scope of its correlation with the global justice
awaited to be achieved at the hands of Imam al-Mahdi.

The writer thus begins with quoting the motto of reformation
declared by Imam al-Husayn (“a) in his instructive letter to his brother
Muhammad ibn al-Hanafiyyah. Citing this instructive letter, as well as
the sources and the authenticity of its issuance. the writer refutes an
argument raised about the validity of it. since some scholars have argued
that it is improbable that Imam al-Husayn (“a) wrote this instructive
letter to his brother who failed to join him on his reformative movement.

Refuting this argument, the writer embarks on mentioning the high status
and virtuous position of Muhammad ibn al-Hanafiyyah, and then moves
to demonstrating the circumstances and objective reasons that prevented
Muhammad ibn al-Hanafiyyah from joining his brother (“a) in this mission.

The writer then brings to light the implication of reformation
in language. customary tradition. and terminology. along with a
manifestation of the methods and forms of reformation. Thus. the
discussionreaches the topic of Imam al-Husayn’s reformative movement
that he introduced to the Muslim nation.

With regard to the reason for such enormous interest in the Imam’s
reformative movement, the writer mentions the distinctive features of
Imam al-Husayn’s revolution and its role in unmasking the false claims
of the Umayyad ruling authorities who pretended to call for reformation
and righteousness.

Finally. the writer goes into the limits and components of reformation
during the Occultation Age (i.e. the period of the disappearance of Imam
al-Mahdi) and the relationship between Imam al-Husayn’s reformative

g movement and Imam al-Mahdr’s global justice. He thus proves that had
;= it not been for Imam al-Husayn’s reformative movement, a clear-cut

significance of Imam al-Mahdi’s global justice would have been missing.

Through expressing a number of points, the writer tries to find
solutions to the argument of Imam al-Mahdi1’s need for a big number of
supporters although the existence of such a big number requires in itself
a big reformation in the society.
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Stars in the sky of al-Husayn
The Holy Prophet’s Companions amongst the martyrs during
the Karbala) Uprising

Shaykh “Abd al-Razzaq al-Naddaw1i

In this essay. the writer touches on an issue of a high importance;

that is. the Holy Prophet’s companions (termed as Sahabah) whom were
martyred during Imam al-Husayn’s revolution. Dividing the essay into
three main sections, the writer dedicates the first section to discussing,
yet briefly. the issue of sahabah and companionship of the Holy Prophet
(s). In the second section, he goes into mentioning and assessing the
attitudes of the Holy Prophet’s Companions to Imam al-Husayn’s

) reformative revolution. since some of them supported while others
3 stood against the Imam (“a) and preferred alleged neutrality. refusing to
3 take sides with Imam al-Husayn (“a). Unfortunately. the great majority

of Muslims belonged to the latter category of people.

The writer then moves to making an inventory of the number and

names of the Companions, or Sahabah, whom were martyred with Imam

al-Husayn (“a) during his reformative uprising. In addition to Imam al-

Husayn (“a). the writer hints at twelve Companions.

In the third section of his essay.the writer brings up the biographies of

these Companions whom were martyred in defense of Imam al-Husayn

(“a). He thus subdivides this section into three parts, the first of which

broaches the biographies of three Companions whom were martyred in

defense of Imam al-Husayn (“a) and his reformative revolution before

the Battle of Karbala’. These are namely Hani ibn “Urwah, ‘Abdullah

ibn Yaqtur, and “Ubaydullah ibn al-Harith ibn Nawfal.

The second part introduces the biographies of six Companions

;: whom were martyred during the Battle of Karbala’. They are namely

:t;:; Y '(_':1& Anas ibn al-Harith, Habib ibn Muzahir al-Asadi, “Abd al-Rahman ibn

3 ?';%_ ”{_’ ‘Abd-Rabbih, ‘Ammar al-Dalani. Muslim ibn ‘Awsajah al-Asadi. and
':"'T Yahya ibn Hani ibn ‘Urwah.

In the third part. the writer writes down the biographies of two more

Companions whom were martyred after the Battle of Karbala’. They

are Sulayman ibn Surad al-Khuza‘1 and al-Musayyab ibn Najabah.
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“Magqtal al-Husayn”; A book written by Nasr ibn Muzahim al-
Mingari al-Kiifi

(...-212 AH)

Shaykh ‘ Amir al-Jabiri

In this essay. the writer, analyzing the book of Magqtal al-Husayn (The
Story of the Martyrdom of al-Husayn). written by Nasr ibn Muzahim
al-Mingqari, divides his discussions into two major parts:

In the first part. the writer mentions the biography of Nasr ibn
Muzahim, proving that he was one of the master historiographers and
transmitters of traditions who lived in al-Kufah city. He thus considers
him more probable as having been an Imami Shi‘ah, proving the falsity
of the other opinions that introduced him as having followed other sects.
The writer then proves Nasr to have been a trustworthy and praiseworthy
transmitter of traditions. Moreover, Nasr, according to the opinions of
some Shi‘ite master scholars, was decided as dependably truthful. unlike
some Sunni scholars who falsely accused him of untrustworthiness for
no other reason that his having been Shi‘ite Muslim.

In the second part of the essay. the writer analytically speaks of Nasr
ibn Muzahim’s book: Maqtal al-Husayn. which is considered one of
the earliest and most important books written about the tragic story of
Imam al-Husayn’s martyrdom although the book is still missing and it
did not reach our hands except for a few narrations quoted from it by
later master scholars.
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The cut off head of Imam al-Husayn spoke;
a fact confirmed by historical Sources relied upon by the Two
Major Sects of Muslims
Shaykh Iskandar al-Ja“fari

In this essay. the writer broaches one of the important elements of
the paranormal aspects of Imam al-Husayn’s blessed revolution; that
is. the aspect of miracles and phenomenal features granted to Imam
al-Husayn (“a) by Allah the Almighty as an indicative of his rightful
propensity and connection with the Source of Emanation; namely. the
All-majestic and All-sublime Lord. The feature discussed in this essay
is the utterance of Imam al-Husayn’s head after it was severed from his
holy body. since throughout the carrying of the holy head from al-Kufah
city to Damascus at spearheads. it kept on reading audibly Qur’anic
verses at many places and on many occasions.

The writer thus deals with the narrations that reported this phenomenal
fact through chains of authority relied upon both Sunni and Shi‘ah
Muslims. As for Sunni transmitters of narratives who reported this
event, the writer alludes to their ways of narration, chains of authority.
and sources. After that, he follows up these narratives from the Shi‘ah
Muslims’ books, chains of authority. and sources.

The writer then concludes that these narrations have been so
numerous and so considerably authentic that they reached the level of
circulation or at least the level of pervasion. which necessitates their
authenticity and accuracy.

Discussing the point and indicatives derived from this phenomenal
event, the writer proves that the event expresses the greatness of Imam
al-Husayn (“a) and his strong link to the heaven. He also demonstrates
that the event is a clear-cut indicative of the fact that the members of
the Holy Prophet’s Household (i.e. Ahl al-Bayt) are the most entitled to
leading the Islamic nation in all fields of life. Finally. the writer sees in
this miraculous event a manifest warning for the wrongdoers.

He then moves to make a comparison between this phenomenal

e 3
‘*.’i; event and the event of the Seven Sleepers of Ephesus (known in the
-g.**

Islamic heritage as People of the Cave). which is mentioned by the All-
exalted Lord in the Glorious Qur’an, since the head of Imam al-Husayn
is reported to have read two verses of Chapter: The Cave (Surah al-
Kahf). and read the verses related to the People of the Cave. In this
respect. the writer lists down six similarities between the two events.
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Distinctive Features of the Land of Karbala’;
A Study from a language and narrative views

Shaykh ‘Mohammad al-Rishawi

In this essay. the writer sheds thorough light on the distinctive
features of the holy land of Karbala’. He thus centers his study on two
frames; the frame of linguistic and historical research. and the frame of
the received heritage; that is. narrations.

Within the first frame. the writer quotes ten different opinions
concerning the meaning of the word karbala’, as extracted from sources
of language and history. Some of these opinions indicate that this
originally Arabic word is derived from flaccidity of the land, which is
a geological feature of the land of Karbala’, another opinion confirms
that it is an originally Babylonian word. a third opinion refers it to one
of the Aramaic Semitic names, a fourth opinion states that it is a Persian
word meaning sublime action, a fifth opinion ascribes its origin to the
Assyrian language. meaning the precinct of the God. and so on.

Finally. the writer proves that the word karbala’ is of a Babylonian
origin or one of the Aramaic Semitic names. However, this name was
known before the Islamic conquests and before it was taken up as
permanent residence by Arab tribes. supporting his conclusion with
historical facts and indications.

As for the second frame of the study; that is. research on the basis
of narrations, the writer classifies the narratives about the holy land
of Karbala’ into nine classes. all of which demonstrate distinctive
features of this land. However. the point highlighted by the writer is the
superiority and preference of the land of Karbala’ over all other lands.
These points of preference can be summed up in the following facts:

1. The land of Karbala’ embraces the holy tomb of Imam al-Husayn
(‘).

2. There must be a Divine wisdom and will behind preferring this land
to all other lands. because the issue of Imam al-Husayn’s reformative
revolution is exceptionally unique and the All-glorified Lord has
imparted a special superiority to Imam al-Husayn (‘a) on account of his
remarkable efforts in supporting the religion of the Lord.
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Religious Laws appertained to the blessed clay taken from
Imam al-Husayn’s tomb
Part I1: Forbiddance of sullying the Husayni clay and

1 Obligation of Removing Impurities from it

»#" %  Shaykh Ahmad al-*Ali

E‘ ¥ In Part II of his serial essays on the religious laws appertained to

_____T the blessed clay taken from Imam al-Husayn’s holy tomb. the writer
discusses two more laws; namely. the forbiddance of sullying that clay

and the obligation of removing impurities from it. He thus divides his

essay into two major parts, in the first of which he touches on the law

of the forbiddance of sullying the Husayni clay through five points of

discussion. In the first point, he records the master jurisprudents’ views

in the issue. In the second point. he mentions the points of evidence that

prove the forbiddance of polluting the Husayni clay. the most important

4 of which was the jurisprudential rule of the forbiddance of violating
3 whatever is considered to be within the rituals of Allah and the rites of
£ the religion. He thus elaborates on discussing this principle through four

premises. The first premise deals with the substance of the principle.
the second with its proofs, the third with proving the clay taken from
Imam al-Husayn’s holy tomb to be one of the inviolabilities. and the
fourth with proving that to sully this clay is a sort of violation. He then
= mentions a further point of evidence on the forbiddance of sullying this
= : ; .

A clay. inferred from the practice of the religious people.

7 In the third point. he proves that violability is restricted to sullying
when it is done on purpose.

_: In the fourth point. he refers to the question of defining the clay that
g it is forbidden to sully. quoting eight opinions in this regard.
_.1; The fifth point is about the ways of proving a piece of clay to be

ascribed to Imam al-Husayn’s holy tomb.

In the second part of the essay. the writer takes in hand the law of
the obligation of removing any impurity from the clay taken from
- Imam al-Husayn’s holy tomb. substantiating that all scholars of
:tg‘;,‘v(_{t Shi‘ite jurisprudence have unanimously agreed upon the obligation

"% 5,54 of removing impurity from the Husayni clay. especially when such

‘ :“:‘3:":‘ impurity necessitates violation and offense of the holy tomb. However.
¥ there is disagreement as to whether it is obligatory or not to remove

impurity when no violation and no offense is intended.
The writer thus ends his essay with a reference to the secondary
issues of this question.
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Weeping over the Tragedy of Karbala);
Fact and Legality
r"ii' "“'h,i

Shaykh Sabah ‘Abbas al-Sa“idi

As the essay’s main topic is the legality of weeping for the tragic saga
that took place at Karbala’ and shook the consciousness of humanity
due to the stunning events that accompanied it, the writer begins with
identifying the very meaning of weeping for something in language and
in the terminology of the Islamic reported heritage. On account of the
fact that there is a big divergence in identifying the actual meaning of

A weeping. the writer applies himself to examining the narrations reported
] in this respect and the method the reporters used in dealing with these
-‘. narrations.

As the study then delves into the proofs on the legality of weeping,
the writer establishes three major points of evidence to prove weeping
L to be even a recommended act:
| 1. According to Islamic teachings. it is recommended to weep upon

doing some devotional acts like ritual prayers. supplications, and

recitation of the Qur’an.

1. A good number of narrations reveal the recommendation of
weeping over the tragedy of Imam al-Husayn’s martyrdom.

r. Other authenticated narrations confirm the recommendation of
showing sympathy with the issue of Imam al-Husayn’s martyrdom
through all means possible. including weeping.

To come to the point, the writer concludes a number of significant
results, all of which corroborate that to weep for Imam al-Husayn’s

35 W tragic martyrdom in particular and the misfortunes to which the Ahl
’E‘a’{*% ‘ al-Bayt were exposed in general is a required action in itself, away from
: ‘*‘?"F‘b any exaggeration.

1i
L

iyl i

-:MH SN R

!r



st yad Al (il i
A s G ek A0S (ol G 9l ) O pacial 32
Sdl @l adl s

St 8 e el el cow Dlis dulyll odis 3 Ex Ul Jsls

Lo sior s UL e oLl 3kl B U5t O oy sl s 5503
foas O o AoV o a0l aid e L, o385 a5 ey slans 003 3
Wl 2 eGed Bl (a0 0 oV S5 L s p LY
Yol oSy Jo odms & ozl s Bslas sl s B 25, 32 s Shos
sl L1 ] S Sl M e ol Ul s 25 8 oYl
(3005 bl o pamnn s ST or ol gl 0 sl 8 5 0 il
A p U [ P JOH P PC I R
153 a2 A 3 1 e G G ol s Lo o3l ol s
yavfwaju\m,u@m\gyr:ﬂzoi&ﬁu@jpw\jmw\

R N

e i

=

i I—--'

P e i

_é.

=

™ 'L_'.l:;’f

-+ s

-
-



EE

&

v

v 4 }'
|

T

L

%.h—-\: ::_ .‘_

B v py
-_;", [

The Umayyad Ruling Authorities Cursing Imam “Ali Amir al-
Mu’minin;
A phenomenon that continued up to the reign of “Umar ibn
‘Abd al-"Aziz

Dr. Sayyid Hatam al-Bukhati

In the previous issue of the Magazine, the writer dealt with the
question of cursing Imam ‘Ali Amir al-Mu’minin (‘a) by the ruling
authorities of the Umayyad dynasty. and followed up the roots and
background of it during the reign of Mu‘awiyah specifically. In the
current essay. the writer discusses the same issue. which continued even
after the death of Mu‘awiyah. Focusing on mobilizing all proofs and
presumptions appertained to this question. the writer proves that it was
not individual case that was practiced within a narrow scope; rather, the
question of cursing Imam “Ali (“a) was a well-organized process that
was established and spread by Mu‘awiyah to continue by the ruling
authorities of the Umayyad dynasty even after his death.

The writer thus distributes his research among three major aspects,
the first of which is dedicated to following up the practices of a big
number of governmental officials of the Umayyad dynasty who cursed
Imam “Ali (‘a) in the sight and hearing of Muslims and ordered their
followers to follow them in this tradition.

The second aspect of the research provides points of evidence to
prove the continuation of this shameful act up to the reign of ‘Umar
ibn “Abd al-‘Aziz who banned cursing and reviling at Imam ‘Ali (‘a)
during the congregations of the Muslims.

The third aspect presents a list of the words and testimonies of master

_scholars and prominent Muslim personalities. all of whom bore witness
S5

that the Umayyad ruling authorities practiced the disgraceful deed of

' ﬁ#f.‘ﬁ:"" cursing Imam ‘Ali (“a) so extensively that it became one of their mottos
o

¥

and distinctive features.
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‘Ismah; An Intellectual and Qur’anic Perspective
A comparative study
Sayyid Khalid al-Sisawi al-Jaza’iri

Thrashing out the lingual and terminological meanings of ‘ismah
(i.e. inerrancy). the writer of this essay sheds thorough light on the
terminological meaning of the word as stated by philosophers and
theologians as well as the substance of the word in the terminology of
the Holy Qur’an.

He thus quotes four definitions that master scholars gave to this
word. One definition holds that inerrancy is a Divine graceful benison.
another definition presents it as the perfection of the intellectual power.
a third definition introduces it as a mental faculty. and a fourth states
that it is a private outlook.

After this comparative presentation, the writer infers a certain definition
from these different opinions. So. he comes to the point that inerrancy is
protection against sinning by the use of the intellectual power and the
mental faculty that is always accompanied by a Divine grace.

With regard to the implication of inerrancy from a Qur’anic
perspective. the writer first quotes two Qur’anic verses appertained
to this topic; that is, God’s saying. “My covenant does not include the
unjust, (2/124)” and: “Allah only desires to keep away the uncleanness
from you. O people of the House. and to purify you a thorough purifying.
(33/33)”

Explaining the earlier verse, the writer concentrates on the concept of
injustice that prevents from receiving the position of Imamate. holding
that proof of justice is only a branch of inerrancy. if it is not inerrancy
in itself.

Enlightening the second verse.which is known as Verse of Purification,
the writer highlights the meanings of the words rijs (uncleanness) and
yurid (desire) mentioned therein. He thus concludes that rijs is an
accidental example of uncleanness, but it is not uncleanness in itself.
because uncleanness is an all-comprehensive term that includes all sorts

g of filth and dirtiness. Accordingly. because rijs has been exclusively
“=. mentioned in the verse, it must be something other than uncleanness;

otherwise. there would be unnecessary repetition.

As for the verb yurid. it must refer to the creational. not codified. desire
of the Lord. because the codified desire is a law to which all individuals
of the Muslim community are bound; therefore. the exclusion made in
the verse cannot be understood if the desire mentioned therein means
the enacting of a law.
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The Principle of the Ultimate Trustworthiness of the Master
Reporters and the Musnad- Mursal argument

Shaykh Zuhayr Qasim ‘Abd al-Nabi al-Tamimi

The current essay scrutinizes one of the major principles in the
‘ilm al-rijjal discipline (i.e. analyzing the biographies of transmitters
of traditions); that is, the principle known as mashayish al-thiqat (the
ultimate trustworthiness of the master reporters).

At the outset, the writer touches on the meaning of mashayikh al-
thigat and the consequences resulting from following this principle
in the field of accepting or refusing the reported heritage. He then
) moves to mentioning the history and background of the topic at issue.
1 Individualizing his study. the writer states that the discussion mentioned
4 in this essay is exclusively dedicated to three prominent personalities;
namely, Muhammad ibn Abi-‘Umayr al-Azdi, Safwan ibn Yahya al-
Bujali, and Ibn Abi-Nasr al-Bizanti.

Reviewing the different opinions in this issue. the writer mentions six

1 -
il o B

o o

= opinions, following it with a reference to the points of evidence of three
iy of them particularly. owing to their significance. The first opinion entails
7| that all the narrations reported by these trustworthy master reporters
_ must be acceptable and authentic, the second opinion contradicts the
_: earlier one completely. while the third opinion sets a distinction between
by their reports when the chains of authority are mentioned (i.e. musnad)
b and the other reports that are stated without any reference to the chain
in of authority (i.e. mursal).
i Having examined and analyzed these opinions, the writer concludes
F that these master reporters of traditions must be trustworthy and their
;‘;:“ @y reports must be accepted, whether they did or did not mention the chain
; :‘ { _}:, of authority. However. the writer excludes those reports that our master
(b

mi

. \?HT scholars have unanimously agreed upon their weakness.
T
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